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Important news: Subdivision of a flat (subdivided unit) 4rfEIEFEN (FBEIE)
or Subdivided flats in Industrial buildings (T EEl5E)

Subdivision of a flat into the commonly-known "subdivided units" generally refers to
the subdivision of a flat as shown on the original approved plan of a building into two
or more individual rooms.

The building safety and environmental hygiene may be adversely affected if these
associated building works are not properly carried out, including addition of
unauthorized door openings which contravene the regulations on means of escape,
additions of openings for ventilation affecting the integrity of fire resisting
construction, improper drainage works causing water seepage, and overloading of the
building due to addition of non-structural partition walls and thickened floor
screeding.

Building works associated with subdivision of a flat are subject to control under the
Buildings Ordinance (BO). The works must be carried out after obtaining approval of
the plans and consent to the commencement of the works from the Building Authority
(BA).

For more details of how the irregularities of building works can be identified
associated with subdivision of a flat, please visit the Building Department website:
http://www.bd.gov.hk/english/services/index_fagJ.html

On the other hand, “subdivided flats” can also be found in industrial buildings in
recent years. As industrial buildings are not designed for domestic use, the use of
units in industrial buildings for domestic purpose, whether it is a subdivided flat or
not, will obviously pose higher risk to the inhabitants. To ensure safety of the public,
in particular those living in the subdivided flats in industrial buildings, rigorous
enforcement action has to be taken by the Buildings Department (BD).

For more details of the potential hazards of “subdivided flats” in industrial buildings,
please visit the Building Department website:
http://www.bd.gov.hk/english/services/index_faqL.html
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